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Sincerely,
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Chair’s Report - Josie Cancilla

Josie Cancilla

Our CEO, Andrine Johnson, navigated a series of unexpected challenges during this work, including severe
weather events and construction delays. Her determination and leadership ensured that these essential
renovations were completed with care and integrity.

At the same time, our dedicated Embrave team advanced important program development efforts, including
Anti‑Human Trafficking initiatives, expanded Public Education programming, and enhanced Food Hamper
supports. These initiatives deepen our commitment to meeting the diverse needs of survivors and strengthen
our impact across the community.

These achievements have also increased our visibility and connection with the public—through community
partnerships, media engagement, podcasts, and television and radio outreach. This growing awareness is
essential in confronting and ending gender‑based violence.

As Chair of the Board for 2025–2026, my focus is to work closely with our Board Members and leadership
team to advance the following priorities:

Financial Accountability:
Building on our progress with the Profit & Loss review and the engagement of a new accounting firm, we will
continue strengthening oversight processes to support long‑term stability and responsible growth.

Engagement and Culture:
 We will enhance internal stewardship by ensuring that our skilled and compassionate staff have the
resources, support, and organizational culture necessary to lead with care, insight, and trauma‑informed
practice.

Strategic Planning:
 Together with the Board and leadership, we will design a forward‑looking plan that is responsive,
responsible, and achievable—one that positions Embrave to meet emerging needs while staying grounded in
our core mission and values.

Our community remains the foundation of our advocacy and awareness work. Gender‑based violence
impacts everyone, and each one of us has a role in creating a safer future. Your support, engagement, and
partnership continue to empower Embrave to be bold, innovative, and unwavering in our pursuit of safety
and justice for survivors.

Dear Embrave Community,

As I reflect on 2025, I would describe it as a year of foundational
transformation. Over the past year, our community came together to
strengthen Embrave’s capacity to provide safety, dignity, and hope to
survivors. With generous donor support, we completed critical
infrastructure upgrades at the North Shelter and major refurbishments
at the South Shelter—creating spaces that honour the resilience,
comfort, and wellbeing of the people we serve.



Dear Region of Peel and Gender-Based Violence Community,

As 2024–2025 marks my second year as CEO of Embrave Agency to End Violence, I extend my
sincere gratitude to our Board of Directors, funders, staff, partners, and community collaborators for
your continued trust, partnership, and support. This reporting period was marked by unprecedented
challenges; however, through collective resilience, transparency, and shared commitment, we were
able to navigate and overcome significant hurdles while remaining grounded in our mission.

Despite serious infrastructure challenges—including the temporary closure of our North Shelter and
the difficult decision to lay off staff, Embrave remained steadfast in its responsibility to survivors and
their children. Through adaptability, strong governance, and an unwavering commitment to trauma-
informed practice, we worked diligently to stabilize operations and ensure continuity of essential
support for individuals and families impacted by gender-based violence.

The reopening of the North Shelter after seven months was made possible through the generous
investment of various funders who supported critical renovation and infrastructure costs. This
support restored a safe, dignified, and trauma-informed environment at a time of heightened
community need. More importantly, it demonstrated the strength of community collaboration and
reaffirmed our shared responsibility in addressing gender-based violence, recognizing that GBV is
not an isolated issue, but a systemic and community-wide concern that requires coordinated,
sustained action across sectors.

Looking ahead, Embrave remains deeply committed to strengthening and expanding its program
capacity through the development and implementation of innovative, responsive, and survivor-
centred services. By broadening our advocacy efforts, strengthening partnerships, and enhancing
support, we aim to better meet the evolving needs of those impacted by gender-based violence. This
continued growth will ensure survivors have access to comprehensive, trauma-informed care while
advancing prevention, systemic change, and long-term safety across our communities.
Despite the challenges faced and those ahead, I remain firmly committed to our community and to
survivors, advancing awareness and advocating for meaningful social and systemic change to
prevent and ultimately eradicate gender-based violence.
                                                                                                                                                             Yours in Service,

CEO Report
Andrine Johnson
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Our Funders
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Our Board of Directors

Ripika Kapoor

Ripika is currently a Senior
Account Supervisor in the
private sector. She joined
the Board to be an
advocate for women’s
rights and work towards
supporting the journey
against violence directed at
women. 

Josie has 20+ years experience
as a Human Resources
Executive most recently with
SSP America [Canada Division].
She is passionate about
women’s rights, she is relentless
in her pursuit raise awareness for
the safety & protection of
women and their children. 

Josie Canilla
President Vice-President

Kelly Ann SalernoLana Da Silva

Kelly Ann is a Dynamic
senior executive that has
been dedicated to the social
and human services sector
for over 35 years. Kelly Ann’s
expertise in the Housing and
Homelessness sector is
unprecedented

Anne has over 25+ years of
varied and progressive
fundraising experience as well
as experience in community
development work. She has
volunteered with a number of
organizations with a focus on
supporting women & children.
She holds a Marketing
Management Diploma as well
as a Business Administration
Degree.

Board Member
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Anne Smith

Lana Da Silva is an HR
professional with over 20 years
of experience providing
strategic and innovative
direction. She is excited to share
her wealth of experience and
knowledge to create awareness
and education in the fight
against gender-based violence
with Embrave.

Board Member

Board Member
Celia McKellar
Board Member
Celia has led a life marked by
dedication, resilience, and an
unwavering commitment to
community service. Celia is
furthering her education at
McMaster University, where
she is pursuing Professional
Addiction Studies. Her thirst
for knowledge and her drive to
make a difference are evident
in her continuous efforts to
expand her expertise.



Statement of Operations

Revenue
Provincial Funding

Donations & Fundraising

United Way

Provincial Funding-Dedicated Housing

Grants

Region of Peel

Investment Income

2024

Expenditures
Staffing

Program and Supplies

Occupancy

Professional Fees

Communications

Fundraising & Community Projects

Excess of Revenue Over Expenditures
Before the Undernoted Items

Other Expenses (Amortization of capital assets)

Excess (Deficiency of Revenue) 
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2025
3,304,230

475,880

300,000

200,626

147,067

157,737

5,469

4,594,284

3,338,393

253,397

583,853

108,948

52,027

35,201

4,392,607

321,875

163,238

41,390

4,913,970

3,636,920

335,147

291,637

200,335

349,910

79,879

15,561

3,324,290

278,543

706,814

123,295

57,508

57,750

4,592,095

201,677

160,287

158,637



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
SHELTER PROGRAM

Safely provided shelter
for 106 survivors and 99
of their children

Responded to 685
crisis calls

Held 566 group sessions in shelter

Developed 233
transition plans

Developed 233 survivor
safety plans and 39
children safety plans
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT &
OUTREACH PROGRAM

Supported 245 survivors and 99 of their
children in the community through our
Community Support and Outreach Program

Due to High Demand
276 survivors contacting our shelter
program through the crisis line were
referred elsewhere due to being at
capacity or over capacity 

9

1180+ Survivors Accessed
Embrave’s Supports



Purple Tie Luncheon
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Wrapped in CourageWrapped in Courage
November marks Woman Abuse Prevention Month and the official
launch of the Annual Wrapped in Courage campaign organized by the
Ontario Association of Interval & Transition Houses (OAITH). 
Gender-based violence (GBV) agencies across Ontario ask community
members to wear a purple scarf to show their support for survivors of GBV
within their community and beyond. 
In partnership with Armagh, we organized Wrapped in Courage Flag
Raisings in the City of Brampton and Mississauga. Embrave also attended
the OAITH Queen’s Park Reception and Lobby Day.

2SLGBTQ+ Leadership Collaborative

Anti-Black Racism & Systemic
Discrimination Committee

CAS VAW Collaborative

HEAL Network

Peel Alliance to End Homelessness

Peel Elder Abuse Network

Peel Harm Reduction Committee

Regional Diversity Roundtable 

Peel Poverty Reduction Committee 

Family Violence Action Collaborative

Peel Sexual Assault Review Team

Building A Bigger Wave

Collaboration HighlightsCollaboration Highlights
Our organization collaborates with regional and provincial partners to
prevent and respond to gender-based violence and to enhance our
presence in the community. This year, members of our team were
active on the following committees:

Safe Centre Advisory Committee 

Furthering Our Community by Uniting
Services (FOCUS) - Peel

MetamorphisisOAITH

Peel Pride



Funding Provided By:Funding Provided By:

11

Funded by the Region of Peel, Embrave introduced our brand
new Hampers for Hope program to support survivors of
gender-based violence and their children to access food and
basic needs while living in the community. 

Funded by the Region of Peel, Embrave introduced our brand
new Hampers for Hope program to support survivors of
gender-based violence and their children to access food and
basic needs while living in the community. 

Hampers for Hope Hampers for Hope 
Food ProgramFood Program

Food insecurity was declared an emergency in our community,
and Embrave understands that food insecurity is a gender-
based violence issue that particularly impacts survivors. 

Food insecurity was declared an emergency in our community,
and Embrave understands that food insecurity is a gender-
based violence issue that particularly impacts survivors. 

Survivors that are part of our Community Support and
Outreach program have access to bi-weekly hampers filled
with food and other basic need items.



Purple Tie LuncheonBraveSpaces Public Education DepartmentBraveSpaces Public Education Department

12

Embrave remains active on social media, sharing content throughout the year to educate our
community about gender-based violence. This includes the recognition of important social
justice days and how they relate to gender-based violence, as well as important events,
policies and announcements and how they impact survivors. 

Embrave is relentless in leading change and striving towards a society free from violence.
We continue to provide thought leadership on how to eradicate gender-based violence
and how to appropriately respond to the needs of survivors. Embrave continues to grow
and expand its BraveSpaces Public Education Department and the opportunities we
deliver to our community and other service providers. 

BraveSpaces SymposiumBraveSpaces Symposium
On April 24  2024, Embrave was thrilled to share our BraveSpaces Public Education
Training program with our peers and community partners at our BraveSpaces Symposium.

th

We showcased our three new training modules available to service providers supporting
survivors facing systemic violence and barriers in three main areas of focus: Criminal Justice and
Police System, Psychiatry and Mental Health System, and Sex Work and Sex Worker’s Rights.



Purple Tie Luncheon
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BraveVoices Public Education PodcastBraveVoices Public Education Podcast

Project Funded By: 

Funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation’s Seed Grant, the BraveVoices Podcast is
a 15 episode series which creates a space to build community and connections
amongst survivors in Ontario, while also providing public education pertaining
to gender-based violence and its impacts on survivors. 

This audio podcast takes a transparent look into the GBV sector through the
amplification of a diverse group of survivors’ voices, providing a platform for
survivors to share their stories of navigating the GBV sector. Episodes also
include the perspectives and reflections of frontline staff, sector experts,
thought leaders and advocates within the GBV sector

Experiencing GBV is incredibly isolating, and this podcast aims to create a
survivor-focused space to empower survivors with knowledge about the critical
resources necessary to obtain safety, justice, and agency. 

LISTEN NOW

SPOTIFY APPLE

LISTEN NOW



Purple Tie LuncheonNew & Improved Donation RoomNew & Improved Donation Room
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Embrave unveiled our new and improved primary Donation
Room at our South Shelter!
After almost 2 years of sorting, cleaning and organizing the
room was finally finished and officially opened
Thank you to all of the volunteers who supported in
organizing in space, and our generous donors for helping us
keep these shelves stocked!
We are incredibly proud of this room and are grateful to be
able to provide these items for the survivors and their
children accessing supports through Embrave.



2024
BRAVE STEPS
TO END VIOLENCE

On August 25th 2024, Embrave
hosted our 12th Annual Steps to
End Violence Event! 

This annual event aims to
raise awareness about the
continued issue of
gender-based violence in
our community and to
remember those
who have been killed in
an act of violence. 
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Together we raised over
$11,000! in support of
Embrave and took steps
towards ending gender-
based violence.



BRAVEBRAVEBRAVE
G A L A

T H E

EMBRACE  YOURBRAVE

On May 3rd 2024, Embrave
hosted our 2nd Annual
Celebrave Gala! 

Together over 250 community
members, partner
organizations, donors and
dignitaries joined together to
highlight and celebrate the
bravery of survivors and the
important work Embrave does
in our community.
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As a community we
raised over $85,000 in
support of Embrave
and our emergency
supports for survivors
of gender-based
violence.

As a community we
raised over $85,000 in
support of Embrave
and our emergency
supports for survivors
of gender-based
violence.



EMBRAVE
DIGITAL STOREFRONT

We are excited to share our brand new digital storefront featuring four
original designs based on the stories and lived experience of survivors of
gender-based violence in our community.                                                                         

Welcome to Embrave’s Digital Storefront

Our storefront is a new endeavour that
will establish a new, stable revenue
stream in support of our work to provide
shelter, counselling, and advocacy for
survivors of gender-based violence. It
will also give us a new and innovative
approach to raising awareness about the
occurrence and impact of gender-based
violence in sharing messages and
designs that center our Integrated
Feminist Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression
values and frameworks. 
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The launch of the storefront includes 4 beautiful designs
inspired by messages and imagery shared by survivors living at
Embrave’s shelters.

All proceeds from purchases made on Embrave’s
Digital Storefront will support our emergency
shelters for survivors of gender-based violence
and their children. 

Shop Embrave.Shop Embrave.

https://embrave.sellfy.store/
18



On September 19, 2024, PCAWA hosted Take Back the Night in our
community. Take Back the Night is an annual anti-violence rally and march
that is held to increase awareness and 
support of women and gender diverse 
person’s right to live without the fear of
violence, focusing particularly on ending 
sexual violence.

December 6th Vigil December 6th Vigil 

Established in 1984, the Peel Committee Against Women Abuse (PCAWA)
is a cross-sectoral community collaborative made up of member
organizations and community members in the Region of Peel that have a
shared commitment to ending gender-based violence. Embrave Agency to
End Violence is the PCAWA’s lead member organization.

Take Back the Night Take Back the Night 
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PCAWA hosted a virtual December
6th Vigil to acknowledge and
remember those who have been killed
in an act of gender-based violence.
Together as a community we joined
online to listen to guest speakers and
performers to come together in
remembrance, strength and solidarity.



Bill 173 AdvocacyBill 173 Advocacy

Region of Peel 
Gender-Based Violence Resource Guide
Region of Peel 
Gender-Based Violence Resource Guide

PCAWA engaged in advocacy in
support of Bill 173, which would
formally declare intimate-partner
violence an epidemic in the
Province of Ontario. 

This Region of Peel Gender-Based Violence Resource Guide was developed
to provide a clear, detailed and comprehensive overview of supports and
services available to survivors of gender-based violence in the Region of Peel. 
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We connected with all 12 MPPs in
Peel Region to schedule
meetings to discuss the
importance of Bill 173 and
government action in addressing
gender-based violence. 

This Resource Guide was generously supported by Moyo Health & Community
Services as part of their Women and Gender Equality Canada (WAGE) funded
project: "Creating Supportive structures that address Gender Based Violence,
enhance intersectional allyship among men and uplift BIPOC women"

This resource guide originated from the identified need for service providers
to better collaborate and coordinate services for survivors in our community. 



Angela Bruce
Chapter IODE

J.M.
Nitchie

Marco
Cipriani

Mississauga
West Rotary
Club

Nichole
Rosenberg

Bernadette
Brown

Jodi Bruce
Estate

David
Vincent

Leadership Givers
Thank you to our Leadership Givers. These generous individuals,
families, businesses, and foundations made gifts over $1000 in 2024-
2025 to Embrave: Agency to End Violence and those we serve.
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Neil &
Sharon
McPhedran

Girlfriend’s
Gala
Fundraiser

Gary
Reamey

Mississauga
Cooksville
Lions Club



Royal
LePage
Shelter
Foundation

Sisterhood &
Women of
Solel
Congregation
of Mississauga

St. Sofia 
Byzantine 
Catholic
Elementary School

St.Christopher’s
Knights of
Columbus

Petro
Canada
Lubricants

Peel
Regional
Labour
Council
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Penelope
Mathieson

Jitendra 
and Anita 
Charitable Trust

Jeff Rice 
Family
Foundation

 Local 973

William & Mary
Singer Family
Canadian
Foundation



Ways to Give
Here are just a few ways you can
support Embrave: Agency to End
Violence:

Join the Adopt-A-Room Program

Join the Legacy League

Host an online Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser

Host a  Third Party Event

Become a Corporate Sponsor

Together We Can End
Gender-Based Violence.
How You Can Help
Your gift will provide vital supports
that will transform the lives of
survivors today and help create
safer communities in the future. 
If you have any questions regarding
Ways to Give, please contact: 

Monica Vu-Boukayli, Team Lead &
Development Coordinator 
monicav@embrave.ca
(905) 403-9691 ext. 2264

For more information about Ways
to Give, visit
https://embrave.ca/support/ 

“I am really thankful for the shelter
support. Embrave was there for me
and my family when I needed it the
most! I was able to get on my feet
and find a house to live in with my

children.”

- Former Embrave Resident

23

https://embrave.ca/support/


Support Embrave with a
One-Time Donation
Your one-time donation will help
survivors of gender-based violence
chart a new course for the future.

A Welcome Kit for a new
shelter resident and their
children.

$25

Healthy snacks for children’s
lunches.

$50

Fresh bedding for a shelter
resident.

$100

One-to-one counselling
supports for survivors.

$250

Linens, bedding and
kitchenware for a survivor
moving into their home in
the community.

$500

Join the Kind Collective
Monthly Giving Program
Join with your monthly gift today and
become a part of the Kind Collective, a
coalition of dedicated individuals driving
positive change in our community. The
ongoing support of monthly donors
helps to ensure that we can meet the
most urgent needs of survivors of
violence and their children without
delay. 

Reasons to Join the Kind Collective
It’s easy and convenient. You choose
the gift level and payment schedule
that’s right for you. Your gift will be
processed automatically every month. 
You can change, cancel, or suspend
your donations at any time. 

Your gifts provide a stable source of
funding that Embrave can count on,
so survivors of violence can continue
to count on us. 

Benefits you will receive:
Exclusive updates and behind-the-
scenes videos highlighting the impact
of your kindness.

A consolidated annual receipt in
February for income tax purposes.

Recognition in our Impact Report and
on our website 
The knowledge that your support is
helping save lives every single day.

For more information about Ways to Give or to make a donation
please visit https://embrave.ca/support/ 
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Embrave Brave.
Inspire Bravery.

Embrave: Agency to End Violence
is a non-profit organization that
provides shelter, counselling, and
advocacy supports for women,
Two-Spirit, gender-queer, trans
and non-binary folks and their
children impacted by gender-
based violence. We amplify the
voices of survivors, educate the
community, and inspire systemic
change to create a society free of
violence.

embrave.ca

Embrave: Agency to End
Violence
P.O. Box 45070
Mississauga, ON L5G 1C9

Email: info@embrave.ca
Telephone: 905-403-9691

Registered Charitable Nº
10751 0059 RR0001


